
OLVER ANNOUNCES $400,000 TO SUPPORT TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM IN NORTHERN BERKSHIRE

  

WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $400,000 to support Transportation Association of Northern Berkshire (TANB) Inc., a non-profit organization that works to improve public transportation access for low-income and dislocated commuters in the towns of Florida, Clarksburg, Savoy, Cheshire, North Adams, Adams and Williamstown.   

   Olver serves on the Transportation Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee and included the funding in the fiscal year 2003 Transportation Appropriations bill.   

   "There has always been a tremendous need for public transportation services in the northern Berkshire region," Olver said. "Transportation Association of Northern Berkshire has worked hard to help close the gap in public transportation services. However, there are still unmet transportation needs in northern Berkshire County. This funding will build on the progress we have made in public transportation services in the region."   

   The earmark will fully fund services provided by TANB to continue its work. The organization works with existing public transportation services and providers to expand access to public transportation. TANB works in conjunction with the Berkshire Regional Transit Administration (BRTA) and Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA), which implements programs nationwide to ensure that public transportation is accessible for residents in rural areas.   

   TANB coordinates rides through a local call center in North Adams, known as the Community Transportation Center, which serves as a clearinghouse for local transportation information. The center takes passenger requests and arranges for rides with appropriate local providers. In addition, the center operates a special trip purchase program for people who need rides when public transportation is not available.   

   The program began on Aug. 1. As of Sept. 30, it had provided 1,413 rides. Of those, 886 were rides to employment, 337 to employment training, 175 to childcare, and 15 were for other reasons.   

   For more information, please contact Roger Breckner, executive director of TANB, at 413-664-0300, or Barbara Singleton, associate director of CTAA, at 202-661-0215.    
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